Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a disease of unknown aetiology characterised by persistent immunological abnormalities including chronic synovitis, granulomata, and autoantibodies directed against the constant region of IgG. Studies of the thymusdependent (T) cell mediated immune functions in RA have revealed inconsistent responses from one laboratory to another as well as great variability between different individual patients. '- The percentage of T cells in RA was in the normal range as measured by the E rosette assay (60 ± 7 %) as well as by a cytotoxicity assay using a highly specific anti-T cell serum (80 ± 11 %) ( (Table 3 ). The response of isolated E rosette forming cells could also be blocked by RA sera as found in all 6 patients and 2 normal controls that were tested on 2 different occasions (Table 4) . 
